From: Kay Clinard [clinardkay@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2008 12:49 PM
To: jtrobin@aol.com; Bruce Muschlitz; kay@ucausersgroup.org
Subject: RE: 61850 interop testing: "Testing Ideas"

Hi Folks,

At DistribuTech there were a number of conversations regarding the establishment of a “virtual substation” although we did not call it that at the time. The issue of course is the ability to do interoperability testing for 61050, security, and other standards that UCAIug supports/will support in the future. I was floating the following idea…that will need to be discussed and fleshed out on the board reorganization site:

· In general, we would approach the manufacturer vendor members to establish a rack(s) of equipment with their products that would be accessible via the internet for interoperability testing.

· We would approach the utility members to provide the types of configurations that they want to buy (individual devices)

· The vendors would configure their devices to look like what the market wants to buy.

· We would approach the utility members to fund the communications network/switches…etc to connect all this stuff together.

· A catalog of devices/configurations/communication addresses would be made available.

· We would approach DOE/EPRI to fund a part time third party to manage the scheduling of the dispersed facilities, and provide technical coordination.

· The result would be banks of pre-configured certified devices scattered across the globe available for folks to test against for interoperability…perhaps for Utilities to use prior to implementing in the field.

· Once established, we would seek to coordinate with the National SCADA Testbed.

· Fred Steinhauser suggested the goal should be to have this in place by CIGRE 2008 (late august)

I have talked to others regarding this concept with enthusiastic support of the idea, knowing that there are a number of details that would have to be worked out.

Kay Clinard
