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UCA International Users Group

IEC 61850 accredited/recognized body agreement



THIS AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the UCA International Users Group, hereafter called “ IUG”, an association of Users and vendors of UCA related products and a not-for-profit corporation, and  

<Name of the Testing Organization> hereafter called “Tester”                ,

an accredited testing center as defined in the UCA Users Group IEC 61850 Quality Assurance Program (the “Program”) (this Program also covers the Regulation for Qualification)


WHEREAS, the IUG is a non-profit corporation whose mission is to assist users and implementers in the application of UCA UG communications and implement accurate testing and certification of UCA UG related communication protocols; and


WHEREAS, the IUG administers the Program, whereby certain testing centers may use a copyrighted Label format to certify the IEC 61850 compliance of communication protocols integrated in Substation equipment; and


WHEREAS, Tester has displayed the capability to perform such testing and certification.


NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein and other good and valuable consideration the receipt and sufficiency of which are acknowledged, the parties agree as follows:

1. IUG has established that Tester qualifies, under the Program, and grants to Tester for the term of this Agreement and any extensions, recognition as an IUG IEC 61850 Accredited/Recognized Testing Center.

2. Tester acknowledges that it has received and read the Program and agrees to be bound by its terms, as they may be amended from time to time, as well as any applicable administrative and implementing documents issued by IUG (collectively, the “Requirements”). If there are changes to the procedures that may have an impact on the testing capability of the Tester, a schedule to implement the changes has to be supplied to IUG with the target of 6 months after final publication of the change. The tester is allowed to test according to the old procedures while he makes updates to his testing capability, hardware and/or software. Deviations from this target may be negotiated between the Tester and the IUG. It shall be noted that each device certificate is tied to both the Tester version and the version and conformance blocks of the device under test according to IEC 61850. 
The costs of maintaining the Testing QAP program, auditing and listing accredited testers, and maintaining the authorized certificates are covered from Users Group Membership fees. The Users Group Board may decide in the future that some nominal fees are needed to cover Users Group costs. In this case, the Tester may pay all applicable Program fees adopted by IUG or to terminate the accredited test program without costs. The termination times from paragraph 11 apply.
The Tester agrees to cooperate in any way requested by IUG in assuring that the terms of the Program are being met and that IEC 61850 test reports according to the procedures approved by the IUG are being produced by Tester. The IUG has the right to monitor the reports to make sure they reflect what was tested and what were the test results. [ In this case the vendor (external client of Tester) that owns the test results has to agree and the IUG reviewers may be required  to sign a confidentiality agreement. IUG shall work to resolve reported disputes between vendors, testers and users.  For example, the IUG would respond if a utility user complains that the certificate does not reflect the product delivered. A complaint back to the IUG is a last report and the normal quality assurance program (see paragraphs 5) is intended to resolve problems uncovered in products and/or tester systems. ] 

3. Tester represents and warrants that at the time of application to IUG for qualification and during the term of this Agreement and any extensions that the information submitted in its application for IUG test center accreditation/recognition was and is accurate and correct. Tester shall inform IUG in writing within 1 month of changes in its operations that make these representations and warranties untrue.

4. Tester agrees to conduct an on-going quality control program to ensure that its testing procedures continue to meet or exceed testing parameters of the specified tests.

5. Tester agrees to participate in the Users Group Quality Assurance Program and shall report problems uncovered during tests, or reported by clients, that may have an impact on standards, Users Group Test Procedures, or the suitability of the devices tested to meet requirements of the tested conformance blocks. Clients of the Tester shall be informed of their obligations to participate in the feedback and field reporting process. In case that an informed client of the Tester is not fulfilling his reporting obligations, the Tester cannot be made responsible for this violation. This is just the way the industry is expected  to work under proper testing quality assurance, device design, development, and implementation with ISO 9000, or equivalent, procedures. (See paragraph 4.)

6. Tester shall make no representation that test reports issued by it constitute the certification of tested products by IUG. Tester may state that it is accredited/recognized by IUG to perform testing and certification under the Program, including the use of the IUG logo.

7. Any failure by Tester to comply with the terms and conditions of this Agreement or the Requirements may result in the immediate revocation of this Agreement, the discontinuance of accepting Tester’s test reports. The determination of compliance by Tester with the Requirements shall be made by IUG in its sole discretion.

8. The Program (including its administrative provisions and dispute settlement provisions) may be revised or modified by IUG from time to time and such revisions or modifications shall be deemed the applicable Requirements referred to herein.

9. This Agreement may be suspended or terminated at any time by IUG in whole or in part in the event that

(a) Tester is using the IUG logo without authorization;

(b) Tester is not complying with the Requirements;

(c) Tester is not complying with the terms of this Agreement;

(d) Tester has failed to pay required fees and charges assessed under the Program as defined in paragraph 2;

(e) Tester is found to have willfully failed to follow applicable test procedures or displayed a pattern of issuing inaccurate testing reports.

IUG shall give Tester written notice of the suspension or termination of all or any part of this Agreement. Such notice shall set forth the ground or grounds of suspension and shall set forth a statement of facts supporting such grounds.

10. This Agreement shall become effective upon its execution by IUG.

11. After the effective date, this Agreement shall continue in force until December 31 of the then current year and shall be automatically renewed from year to year thereafter, unless terminated or suspended in accordance with other terms of this Agreement. The Agreement may be terminated at any time by Tester by giving sixty (60) days advance written notice of termination to IUG.  The IUG, Testing Subcommittee, may terminate the Agreement with any Tester that violates the intent of the terms. The IUG shall notify the Tester of their intention to terminate and shall include a statement of the violations. The Tester has 60 days to respond, and if the IUG  is not satisfied with the response, the UG may terminate the agreement. If the Tester does not agree with the decision, then the Tester may file a formal complaint with the Technical Committee for reinstatement. During the interim period while resolution of the disagreement is ongoing, the Tester shall not be allowed to issue testing certificates. The Technical Committee shall respond to the formal complaint within 30 days and may 1) Uphold the suspension, or 2) Reinstate the Tester with a statement of the conditions of the reinstatement.

12. In the event of the suspension or termination of this Agreement, Tester shall immediately cease issuing IUG test reports or representing that it is an Accredited IEC 61850 Testing Center under the Program.

13. The Board of Directors may introduce fees to be paid under the Agreement. Fees shall be paid in advance and are non-refundable. This will be done not without sufficient notice to all testers, perhaps 6 to 12 months, with thorough, open discussion on the fairness of any fees. The fees would not be retroactive. The introduction and change of fees allows to Tester to terminate the Agreement without costs within the termination times given in paragraph 11.

14. Tester acknowledges and agrees that compliance with the terms of this Agreement is necessary to protect the goodwill and other proprietary interests of IUG and that an unauthorized use of the IUG logo or label or false representations regarding the affiliation of the Tester with IUG would result in irreparable and continuing harm to IUG for which there would be no adequate remedy at law. Accordingly, Tester agrees that in the event of unauthorized use of the IUG logo or label or false representations regarding the affiliation of the Tester with IUG (i) IUG shall be entitled to injunctive relief and/or specific performance, (ii) Tester shall not oppose such relief on the grounds that there is an adequate remedy at law, and (iii) such equitable remedy shall be cumulative and in addition to any other remedies at law or in equity (including monetary damages) which may be available to IUG. The provisions of this Section shall survive the termination of this Agreement.

15. This Agreement may not be assigned by the Tester without the written permission of IUG.

16. This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the state of Washington

UCA International Users Group 

TESTER

(Company Name)

By: _____________________________
By: ________________________________

Its: ______________________________
Its: ________________________________

(Corporate Title)



(Corporate Title)

Dated:________________________

Dated:________________________
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