DRAFT

Minutes of the Testing Teleconference

Held on 16 December 2010 (14:00 to 15:10 UTC)

Introduction

This was a GoToMeeting Web Teleconference to review action items and documents, discuss alignment of the UCAIug with the NIST/OpenSG Interoperability Process, and cover status of the plans for the Paris Interoperability Testing. The meeting announcement and an agenda were posted on 14 December. Also, a GoToMeeting Invitation was sent out to all the individuals on the UCAIug Testing E-Mail List. Draft reference documents had been sent out and/or posted earlier. The Teleconference was held on December 16 starting at 14:00 UTC, 10:00 AM US East Coast, 7:00 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time. The Teleconference lasted over 1 hour and was adjourned at 15:06 UTC. Jack Robinson and Bruce Muschlitz prepared the minutes (this document). 

Agenda

· Introduction: Appoint scribe/Roll call/ Review Teleconference Agenda

· Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

· Plans for Alignment of UCAIug with NIST/ Interoperability Process Reference Manual 

· Paris Interoperability Demonstration

· Suggestions for Next Meeting 

Participants 

The following people participated in the Teleconference:

	    Name
	    Company

	Falk, Herb
	SISCO

	Gerspach, Stephan
	ABB

	Graf, Roman
	ABB

	Mulder, Bas
	KEMA

	Muschlitz, Bruce
	EnerNex

	Ouellette, Dean
	RTDS

	Ran, Zhang
	KETOP

	Robinson, Jack
	UCAIug

	Schimmel, George
	Triangle Micro Works

	Schimmel, Richard
	KEMA

	Schubert, Rudi
	EnerNex

	Skendzic, Veselin
	Schwietzer

	Steinhauser, Fred
	Omicron

	Vandevir, Benton
	Omicron

	Wycinka, Marcin
	Alstom
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Approval of Previous Minutes

There were no suggested changes to the minutes of the previous meeting held by teleconference on 23 November (Reference A) and they are approved as written.

Open SmartGrid Testing/ Interoperability Process Reference Manual 

We spent some time discussing coordination of OpenSmartGrid Testing, impact to our existing Testing Quality Assurance Program (QAP), and the possible use of the proposed Interoperability Process Reference Manual. As noted at our last teleconference, a press release has been issued covering SmartGrid Testing and the relationship with the UCAIug (see Reference B). 

Rudi noted that the most recent draft of the Smart Grid Testing & Certification Committee (SGTCC)

Interoperability Process Reference Manual (IPRM) has been released and voting on final approval is expected by mid-January. (See Reference C.)

Bruce led a discussion on the requirements in the IPRM and how they may impact the UCAIug and our approved IEC 61850 testers. The IPRM recommends IEC 17025 for Test Labatories and ISO Guide 65 for Certification Bodies. 

At this time, the UCAIug Quality Assurance Program makes a distinction between the following test organizations: 1) Level-A, Accredited, Independent Third-Party Test Facility with formal certification  to ISO 9000 or ISO 17025, and 2) Level-B, Recognized, a Test Facility  following ISO 9000 or ISO 17025. 

So, assuming we adopt the IPRM, we would have to ask Level-A facilities to incorporate ISO 17025 and Level-B facilities to meet the intent of ISO 17025. Also, the UCAIug would need formal certification under ISO 65; this could be obtained from NIST or some other certification body.

Richard: Some departments of KEMA Netherlands are ISO 17025 Certified but the IEC 61850 Protocol Competence Group does not yet have 17025. Richard said they are looking into moving ahead with this and estimate said it would take a minimum of 6 months to complete. Richard agreed to share information with us on what KEMA learns about the process. This information would be helpful to other testers.

Rudi: Testers would be given up to one year to meet ISO 17025 certification.
Marcin: The Alstom-Grid Product Test Laboratory has 17025 but this does not yet cover the IEC 61850 testing portion. 

Jack pointed out that we have signed agreements, based on Annex A of the Accreditation Procedure, with the current eight (8) QAP approved testers and there are clauses that give the testers the right to review and approve changes in our policy or fees. We will need to go back to all the testers to get buy-in with the IPRM alignment. Jack and Bruce agreed to look into what would change in Annex A under IPRM adoption.

Jack: The UCAIug has an open action item to look into legal liability related to our  activities including insurance and indemnification for Board members. We will need to assess the legal impact of any changes or expansion of the UCAIug Testing QAP that would include the IPRM.

Bruce took an action item to list IPRM requirements that would impact the UCAIug QAP and existing and future approved testers. This is the first step in developing a plan for UCAIug QAP alignment. 

One difference: Our current QAP is based on conformance testing in accordance with IEC 61850/Part 10. The IPRM requires interoperability testing (InterOp). The group agreed, in principle, to develop procedures for InterOp Tests. This has always been a recognized future UCAIug activity.

The group agreed, in principle, to move forward with a pilot plan to adopt the IPRM. This is subject to Testing SubCommittee and current tester review. Any cost impact would be subject to UCAIug Executive and Board review and approval. 

Jack noted that the OpenSG Technical Committee Operating Procedures are under review by the UCAIug Executive Committee. At this time,  there are  still some pending changes that must be incorporated to bring the OpenSG Committee into alignment with the UCAIug Charter. The Smart Grid Testing & Certification Committee (SGTCC) runs under the OpenSG Technical Committee. 

Paris Interoperability Demonstration Plans

An Interoperability Test (IOP) is planned in Paris the week of 28 March 2011. ERDF and EDF are hosting this at the EDF facility. 

Herb Falk provided a report on the status of the IOP:

To date we have the following participants: 14 IEC 61850 IED vendors, 4 switch/router vendors, and 5 witnesses. Herb says we need additional witnesses and asked if KEMA could take part. Richard will look into this.

Herb said one vendor wants to connect as a sampled-value-subscriber but there are no publishers that  have signed up. Fred: The Omicron Test Set can be a sampled-value-publisher; Bruce said there may be a question on how useful this would be since the publisher would not be in an IED. 

Questions were raised about the scope of the Paris IOP.  Bruce pointed out that this will be a “demonstration” and not a formal test. Information will be gathered but no one will “fail”. 

The IPRM interoperability tests will be much more rigorous and will be based on well-defined use cases. These latter tests are intended to thoroughly exercise all functions and uncover possible problems. Some devices may fail. It is these latter InterOP Testing Procedures we will develop in the future as part of IPRM alignment.

Teleconference Conclusion/ Next Meetings
We did not have time to discuss the GOOSE Performance Test Procedures. We agreed to continue the discussion offline. Bruce asked all to review the most recent comments from Stephan, Reference E, and provide feedback to testing@ucaiug.org by 6-January-2011. Stephan agreed to provide “editor comments" for  each new item. We will then continue this discussion at our next teleconference.

We selected a date for our next Testing SubCommittee Teleconference: 11 January 2010 at 10:00 EST (15:00 UTC). 

The Teleconference was adjourned at 15:10 UTC.
Teleconference Action Items

(Includes open action items from previous meetings and teleconferences)

1. All to review and provide comments on the draft Testing Procedures for 9-2LE. Subscribers. Richard to consolidate comments and issue Version 0.2 of the Procedures. 

2. Bruce to coordinate with Christoph regarding update of IEC 9-2LE.

3. Jack to look into reformatting the IEC 61850 QAP Test Procedures as UCAIug documents. Coordinate with the KEMA editors. (On hold pending legal review.)

4. Edwin to review ISO 17025 and our UCAIug QAP documents to determine if we need to improve our documents to better reflect requirements for testing facilities.  

5. Follow up from Paris 25 August Meeting: Suggestion was raised to start a task force to identify and list interoperability issues and a related database and ways to maintain.

6. Bruce - set up 61850-10 revision team, kickoff meeting 9 November 2010. (This activity is underway and several teleconferences have been held.)

7. Coordinate (Herb, Bruce, Margaret and Kay) on scope and plans for Interoperability Demonstration scheduled for March 2011 in Paris. 

8. All to review GOOSE performance test document. To be reviewed offline and discussed at a future teleconference. Comments due by 6-January-2011. Stephan to coordinate.
9. All to review Annual Tester Audit Procedures found under Shared Documents. To be reviewed offline and discussed at a future teleconference

10. Bruce to issue GoToMeeting call for our next testing meeting 11 January 2011 starting at 10 AM Eastern US Time.(15:00 UTC).
11. Coordinate on SmartGrid Testing and UCAIug participation in IPRM. Bruce to prepare a list on the possible changes to our existing UCAIug Testing QAP and the impact to testers. Jack and Bruce to look at the tester agreements (Annex A). 
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