To all who may be interested?
During the week of March 28, 2011 there will be a UCA Users Group sponsored interoperability test (IOP).  The site of the test will be in the Paris, France area. There are at least four (4) parallel IOP/tests that are intended to be executed, including IEC 61850.  Others are related to IEC 61968 standards. You are receiving this email in order to solicit your participation for an IEC 61850 IOP at this event.

Participation can be in accommodated in the various forms:

1) Sponsorship of the IOP.  A sponsor would provide money to help defray the costs of the IOP and to help fund a testing coordinator for IEC 61850 (currently would need to be done on a voluntary basis).  

2) Test participant.  A test participant would provide hardware or software for testing as well as providing at least one individual to help define the test cases and expected results for the IOP.  Additionally, a test participant must provide at least one individual to assist in the actual execution of the IOP for the implementations that they are providing.  

At this point in time, the amount of space for the IEC 61850 IOP may need to be limited. It is the goal to have as many participants as possible with at least one (1) implementation being tested. Therefore,  should the response exceed capacity, preference for participation will be determined in the following manner:

a) Companies that are members of the UCA Users Group.

b) Companies that actively participate in the IEC 61850 related standards group.

c) Others.
It should be noted that further refinement to the selection may need to be made based upon domains of participation (e.g. Substation, DER, Hydro, or Windpower).  As an example if a Hydro vendor desires to participate as a server, but no client declares to want to test Hydro, the server vendor would probably not be included in the IOP.

The IOP will focus on 61850-8-1 profiles and the network infrastructure needed to support the profiles. 


3) Test Witness: As a test witness, the participant would assist in the definition of the test cases and expected results for the IOP.  The participant would also need to commit to be present at the IOP in order to witness the test executions. Witness participation is on a volunteer basis.

At this time, the number of test witnesses required will need to be determined based upon the number of test participants and overall response.  Preference for test witnesses will be given first to utilities and then consultants.  Recognized test organizations will be considered as consultants.  For each group (e.g. utilities and consultants), further preferences will be the same as applied to test participants.
The following page should aid in the declaration of a desire to participate.  Please fill it in and email it back to herb@sisconet.com.
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