DRAFT

Highlights of the Testing Issues Teleconference

Held on 10 December 2007 (15:00 to 16:35 UTC)

Opening Remarks/ Introductions:

This was a teleconference to review the draft Testing White Paper and to discuss the status of open testing action items. The invitation to participate was sent out to all the individuals on the testing@ucausersgroup.org  E-Mail List on 2 December 2007. The documents for the teleconference were sent to all participants and also posted in the Testing SubCommittee Forum Area. The teleconference was held on December 10 starting at 15:00 UTC (10 AM  US East Coast, 7 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time). Jack Robinson took minutes. The teleconference lasted one and ½  hours and was adjourned at 16:35 UTC.

PARTICIPANTS: 

The following people participated in the teleconference:

· Gerspach, Stephan --- ABB

· Muschlitz, Bruce --- Chair Testing SubCommittee

· Ouellette, Dean --- RTDS 

· Robinson, Jack  --- UCAIug and Testing SubCommittee Secretary

· Schimmel, Richard --- KEMA, IEC 61850 Test Procedures/ Issues Editor

· Tan, Jian-Cheng --- Kinectrics

REFERENCES:
A. (Muschlitz)WhitePaperConformanceTesting_DRAFT_ABB_V4+BAMr1.doc, Dated (Posted) 2 December 2007, Bruce Muschlitz 

B. (Strabbing)61850ConformanceTestingshortWStr.doc, Dated (Posted) 2 December 2007, Willem Strabbing

C. (Gerspach)WhitePaperConformanceTesting_DRAFT_ABB_V4.doc, Dated (Posted) 2 December 2007,  Stephan Gerspach

D. (Dolezelek)6242_DD-EU_20060503Final.doc, Dated (Posted) 2 December 2007, Dave Dolezelek

E. (Schimmel)COM240_IEC61850_ConformanceTesting.doc, Dated (Posted) 2 December 2007, Richard Schimmel

F. Testing Action Items, Dated 10 October 2007, Jack Robinson, Bruce Muschlitz

G. DraftTestingStrategicDirection6Dec07.doc, Dated 6 December 2007, Jack Robinson

Review of Draft Testing White Paper:

Bruce Muschlitz had prepared an edited paper on Conformance Testing (Reference A), which was sent to all on the testing emailer.  At this time, there are 5 white papers with varying levels of details and focus (see References A through E). All of the papers have been posted on the Testing Forum in a separate directory under Testing Action Items. We discussed the content and purpose of the white papers. 

We agreed that there should be 2 testing white papers. Each aimed at a different audience. One would be for users with an introduction to concepts and summary information using layman terms. The users paper should be as short as possible, perhaps only one page. The second should be directed at testing technical people, include more detail, provide definitions of testing terms, cover the Users Group Testing Qualification Program and focus on testing configurations and methods. This second paper could use much of the content in the 5 reference papers. 

Jack noted that we had earlier created a single page summary of the Users Group Testing Quality  Program, our credentials and qualifications, and how we relate to the IEC and standards bodies. This summary serves a different purpose than the 2 white papers and was created to let the industry know who we are and what is our mission. 

We created a list of some of the topics for the first paper (user oriented):

1. Basic definition of conformance testing ---  Provides level of confidence that devices meet the requirements “tested” in a formal, controlled environment ---- Devices under test defined by specific, formal documents (no need to cover PICs, PIXIT, TICs or MICs contents)

2. Test results given in a report and summary Certificate --- brief definition of contents

3. Comment that separate interoperability tests needed that stage several devices interconnected with functions and features to be implemented within a project 

4. Cover next steps in implementation and commissioning process for tested devices

5. Tell user how, and where, to get additional information: Users Group, Standards Organizations.

A question was raised about the terminology used on the certificate: “The product has not shown to be non-conforming to xxxxxxx.”  Richard said that this exact phrase comes from the OSI Protocol Conformance Testing Standard IS 9646. Jack noted that we spent many months looking into test reporting documents and agreed on the terminology as a succinct way to report the results of a “type” test. We can only say we tested the given set of features and found no problems. No other guarantees about conformance to the specified standards. In part, this is for the legal protection of the testers and the Users Group.

Status of Testing Action Items:

We went over the list of Testing Action Items (Reference F) dated October 10, 2007. 

Items #4 and #40: Client Test Procedures review and update. We had teleconferences on November 5 and 26. The next update will be Revision 0.8. Jack will expand the action item list to cover the status and dates for completion. Item #40: Strategic Testing Plan for next 5 to 10 Years: Jack had sent a white paper on this, comments are due, Jack will prepare a draft plan of several pages before the end of this year.

We closed Items #5 and 10: The Client Procedures have been updated as Revision 2.2. The remaining items remain open. 

We agreed to add a new item (#44): Creation of PICS Template. Bruce has a draft that will be sent to Richard. Richard will use this to create an update. We discussed the need for the other templates.  Richard has draft templates for the PIXIT and TICs, which he will send out.  After internal review and update, we will post all of these templates and will follow up with a teleconference. We agreed to add an item on Conformance of System and IED Configuration Tools. This would be a future action item. WG 10 is working on requirements for these tools and Edition 2 of IEC 61850 will include this material. However, Part 6 of the current version does have some requirements, which we need address in the Users Group Testing Procedures at this time.  

Conclusion:

We talked about how we will complete the next draft of the testing white papers. Stephan agreed to prepare both papers. The first paper, user oriented, would start with the abstract of Reference A and expand to cover the topics on our checklist. The second would start with Reference C and add material, as needed, from the other papers. We will review the papers, provide feedback and then hold a teleconference on January 14, 2008. We agreed to include others, such as Ralph  --- Marketing Co-Chair, in the review of the papers.

We covered our schedule for the next several months. In our previous telecon, Richard had targeted the Client Test Procedures Revision 0.8 for January 21, 2008. We will take 2 weeks to review this revision and then we will follow up with a review teleconference on February 11, 2008.  

Teleconference Action Items:

1. Bruce to forward draft of Configuration Tools Paper (authored by Jian-Cheng) to Testing (will not be posted). 

2. Draft of PICs, PIXIT, TICs Templates. Bruce and Richard by 14 December. 

3. Draft of the 2 Testing White Papers. Stephan to write by 22 December.

4. Testing Strategic 5-10 Year Plan. Jack to prepare draft by 28 December based in input received through 22 December.

5. Review the Testing White Papers, PICs, PIXIT, TICs, by 7 January 2008 (ALL)

6. Setup teleconference to discuss open issues/ White Paper on 14 January, starting at 15:00 UTC (10 AM  US East Coast, 7 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time), Bruce and Jack. 

7. Updated Revision 0.8 Client Test Procedures, Richard Schimmel (if possible, by 21 January 2008  to include all comments and suggested Client Procedure changes).

8. Complete review of Revision 0.8 of the Client Test Procedures. Focus on expanded tests and mandatory versus optional features. Review by all before February Teleconference.

9. Setup next Client Procedure teleconference to be held 11 February 2008 (starting at 15:00 UTC (10 AM  US East Coast, 7 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time), Bruce and Jack. (Dates to be confirmed pending next update of the Client Test Procedures.)
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