DRAFT

Highlights of the Testing Teleconference

Held on 11 February 2008 (15:00 to 17:10 UTC)

Opening Remarks/ Introductions:

This was a teleconference to review the most recent draft of the Client Test Procedures (Revision 0.8). The invitation to participate was sent out to all the individuals on the Testing E-Mail List on 5 February 2008 (we had agreed on the scheduling of the Client test Procedures Rev 0.8 and the 11 February review at our earlier teleconference on the Client Procedures held on 26 November 2007). The documents for today’s teleconference were sent to all participants for initial review on 28 January 2008. The teleconference was held on February 11 starting at 15:00 UTC (10 AM US East Coast, 7 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time). Jack Robinson took minutes. The teleconference lasted for just over 2 hours and was adjourned at 17:10 UTC.

PARTICIPANTS: 

The following people participated in the teleconference:

· Falk, Herb --- Sisco

· Muschlitz, Bruce --- Chair Testing SubCommittee

· Pastors, Christof --- Siemens

· Robinson, Jack  --- UCAIug and Testing SubCommittee Secretary

· Schimmel, Richard --- KEMA, IEC 61850 Test Procedures/ Issues Editor

REFERENCES:
A. Client Test Procedures Rev 0.8, Dated 28 January 2008, Richard Schimmel, Editor

B. Comment Form Client Test Procedures Rev 0.7 (from 26 November Teleconference with progress), Dated 28 January 2008, Richard Schimmel Editor (Includes agreements from earlier teleconferences and progress made in Revision 0.8)

C. Comment Form Client Test Procedures Rev 0.8(BM1), Sent 7 February 2008, Bruce Muschlitz 

D. Comment Form Client Test Procedures Rev 0.8 (BM1 and RS), Dated 12 February 2008, Richard Schimmel (Includes comments and agreements from this teleconference --- attached)

E. Comment Form Client Test Procedures Rev 0.7_11FebFinal, Dated 12 February 2008, Richard Schimmel Editor (Includes comments and agreements from this teleconference --- attached)

Review of IEC 61850 Client Test Procedures:

Bruce Muschlitz, Testing SubCommittee Co-Chair, and Richard Schimmel, Editor of the Client Procedures, led the review. Comments and agreements from this teleconference are given in References D and E (attached). 

We started with items in the review form from Bruce (Reference C). Several items were withdrawn after discussion. Clarifications and agreements on the other items are documented in Reference D. We then went over the form and clarifications/progress for the items in the Revision 0.8 (listed in the form in Reference C in blue). Clarifications and agreements reached today are documented in Reference E.

Herb pointed out that information is needed regarding the definitions of the Conformance Blocks. What is the difference between “Block 2” and  “Block 2+” or “Block 4” and “Block 4+”? The “+” was intended to name a block with extensions, but it seems that this does not always apply. In the Client Procedures, the blocks relate to the definitions given in the Server Procedures. Richard will add some text to define the concept of “+” extensions and will make sure the block definitions are complete in both the Client and Server Procedures. 

A question was raised on “What are we testing?”  Should the Client Test Procedures focus only on what is in the IEC 61850 Standard?  There are several possible test cases that would be useful to run but that go beyond what the standard covers as a communication protocol. We decided to include these useful test cases in order to have Client Test Procedures that more closely track what would be delivered in products of interest to utilities. For example, Client Products will include “Control Gateways”. Among several examples: Some nominal testing of human machine interface (HMI) is necessary, or testing to ensure recovery and robustness of the devices and the Client/Server connections. We would not expect to test specific HMI packages in detail, if a given test step can not be completed due to HMI problems, this would be noted in test results but would not be marked as a failed test.

It was noted by Herb that Sisco still has several areas of the Client Test Procedures to review. For one thing, the updates require review to ensure that our earlier agreements have been documented correctly. Bruce also said that he will have additional comments. We agreed to take several more weeks to review all of the current Revision 0.8. Comments will be sent to Richard, and we will schedule another teleconference on March 5 (same time as today). 

Conclusion:

We talked about how we would update the procedures and complete our review to reach the next Client Procedures release. We will take 2 weeks to complete the review of Revision 0.8.  We will follow up with a teleconference on March 5 starting at 15:00 UTC (10 AM US East Coast, 7 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time) for 2 hours. We will discuss what we need to do to complete Revision 1.0 at our March 5 teleconference. After the Client Procedures are approved, KEMA will need to submit the formal request to be accredited as a tester of Client Devices in accordance with the UCAIug process. In parallel, KEMA would use Revision 1.0 to test Client Devices and prepare test results and traces to be included in the formal request for approval before formal certificates may be issued. We will also need to develop a Client Device Certificate Form.

Jack went over the open action items and we covered our schedule for the next several months. 

The possible setup of a Virtual Substation for demonstrations and/or device testing has been discussed as an activity for the UCAIug. Several E-mails have been exchanged. Bruce reported that there was no opportunity to discuss Virtual Substation concepts at any of the meetings during DistribuTECH. Richard has a draft proposal for this and will verify that it can be sent to us as a starting point for UCAIug consideration. 

The draft white papers were discussed at our 14 January teleconference. Ralph will review these and make suggestions by March 15. We are starting on definition of a Product Mark Program; this will be a joint Testing and Marketing SubCommittee effort. Ralph will give us some input by March 15. The PICs, TICs, MICs, and PIXIT draft templates are due for update. Richard is the editor of these. Along with the updated TICs, Richard will prepare a Tissues Guide (which may become an annex to the Server Procedures). Richard will also prepare draft procedures for Enhanced Reporting, this would be a separate document for now, and will be incorporated in future drafts of the Server Procedures. We had agreed in January to hold a teleconference on March 31 to review the white paper updates, the draft templates, testing issues, and non-client test procedures.  

The teleconference was adjourned at 17:10 UTC.

Teleconference Action Items:

1. Review and suggest updates of the Draft White Papers. The papers (prepared by Stephan) were forwarded to Marketing (Ralph) for input and comments (to be completed, if possible, by March 15, 2008). 

2. Update Draft of PICs, PIXIT, TICs, MICs Templates. Richard by March 15, 2008. 

3. Richard to send us draft proposal for review of a possible Virtual Substation Demonstration/ Testing Capability. Prepare coordinated activity plan and draft suggestions for further discussion.

4. Finalize review of Revision 0.8 of the Client Test Procedures. Comments to be sent to Richard by 25 February 2008.  Review by all before next teleconference.

5. Setup next Client Procedure teleconference to be held 5 March 2008 (starting at 15:00 UTC (10 AM US East Coast, 7 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time), Bruce and Jack. 
6. Start Product Mark Guide activity: Jack to solicit input from Ralph on concepts (underway). Bruce to provide input on what is done for DNP. 
7.  Develop a detailed guideline on the Tissues Process and device testing; may be a separate new document, possibly an Informative Annex to the Server Procedures. Richard to prepare with TICS update by March 15, 2008.

8. Draft Server Test Procedures for Enhanced Reporting. To be published as a separate procedure. Richard to provide by March 15.

9. Setup teleconference to discuss Templates, Server Testing, open issues and White Papers on 31 March, starting at 15:00 UTC (10 AM US East Coast, 7 AM West Coast and 16:00 Europe Time), Bruce and Jack. 

10. KEMA to submit Client Device Tester accreditation request in accordance with UCAIug rules. (After approval of Client Procedures Revision 1.0).  Develop Client Certificate form.
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